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An exhibit from the National Museum of
Amencan History, Smithsonian Institution

A gift of 20th Century-Fox

m—

M*A*S*H is back, and it's not a rerun. Hot Lips’ clipboard — but you'll also be
It's the largest exhibit ever loaned by the looking at military, medical, and
Smithsonian Institution: the actual entertainment history. You'll see why an
Hollywood sets of the Swamp and OR. irreverent comedy became the most

You'll see Klinger's finery, Hawkeye's still, relevant show of the decade.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

A SENSE OF DIRECTION

There are two desks in Randy Nimnicht's affice. The vist-
tor faces e Director of the Museum across a severe bl
handscme desk in beeping with the slightly high-tech kool
of the office wing of the museum, 11 is broad and flat and
was plled with papers the day [ was there - a public sort
of desk, unexceptbonable but featureless. Ay right angles
to bt, and facing nothing but a windowless wall, is the other
desk, an old-fashioned, yellow cak roll-top with cubby-
holes and lods of little drawers and voluptuous curwes to e
top = homely, efficient and loaded with persanalkty. Sitting
om it the day 1 was there was an lluminated viewing box
covered with dozens of 35mm slides, which would no
doubt have made the original owner of the desk scratch
his chin in perplexity, trying to figure owt what the gadgdet
is for.

The two desks seemn to embody two of the many sides
of Randy Nimnicht: on the one hand the able administra-
tor wha has seen the Museum's revenues increase over 20
times during his fenure, the polished public man whorep
resents us in the community; on the other hand the trained
historian with a respect and affection but not an excessive
nostalgia for the past, The past must servwe the present, if
only as a place to put the viewing box while he studies the
slides for a new exhibit.

The present and future of the Historical Association and
its musewn are Randy’s compelling interests, “In the past
museums were rather elite places,” he said. “"Todayamu
e sl be populan This is not an baory tower. We mauast
constantly ask ourselves, "What is the story we want to
fell? And can we reach oul into the community ko tell
it We're nol an art museum, although we share some
characieristics, There's a different kind of communication
game here”

The thrust of the museum’s outreach is reflected in the
femporary exhibits, which are addressed 1o different con
stiluencies in the community, Think of Jewish Life in
America, Alligators, Hispanic Theater, or the current
Wings, to name a few, Randy and his stalf come up with

Director Randy Mimnichts antigue roll-top desk and his
sleek modern one have developed a compatible working re-
lationship. wasr

a topic and then find the people and groups whose special
Interest can flesh out the topic with the salient information
and the telling artifacts that make an exhibit Iive. | remem:
ber, for example, the clegant alligator travelling case that
had belonged 1o Marcia Hanner's mather, and that seemed
{0 epitomize & whole, vanished, pre-World War [ way of

(Comiirsied o page o

Enlargements by KENYA PHOTO MURAL
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Life in Cutler
With Mrs. Deering
As a Neighbor

BY ROSE CONNETT RICHARDS

In my mind’s eye | can see her sittng in the porch Swing,
her small feet just touching the criental carpet. | used (o
wonder by what magic Eusebio,! the butler, would sud-
denly appear unitil | realized there wias a hidden butlon
unrder thve rug that she pressed with b 102,

Marion Deering might have stepped from a canvas by
John Singer Sargent, whose elegant turn-of-the-century
parirakts fixed n time Americas prominent families. The
noted painter had been a close friend of the Deerings: Sar-
gent, in fact, had tried to persuade Charles, because of his
artistic ability, to abandon the world of commerce for the
life of a painter,

When [ knew her, Mrs. Deering piled her spun-sugar
hair atop the crown of her head where it complemented
the soft white volle dresses she wore over a little dumpling
fisfure. She had an almost haweghty mien that reflected the
assurance bestowed by generations of wealth, yet she
was compassionate, with a clear mind undimmed by her
years and she was keenly interested in everything around
her

Charles and Marion Deering had come to Cutler when
Mrs. Edith Richmond* sold the lush tract that had been the
Richmond Hotel and Fishing Camp. A few years after the
Deerings had come to Cutler, my family buill a home nexi
dioor, on the bay to the south

Im the 1520s Cuther was an outpost, Bural mail delivery,
no phones, generators for electricity that went off at bed
fire, even our ocwn gas pumps. lce and fresh milk were
delivered daily from Homestead. The “town'” itself lay at
the gates of the Deering estate.

There was Mr. Browrn s little country store and Olie Hill's
one gas pump in front of his kouse where he also repaired
cars. The MacCaw Brothers Mursery came {o Cutler anly
im the winter when they shipped sansevieria planis to
northern markets, His skin everreddensd by sunburn,
Mr. Hendry, the crocodile hunter, lived in a frame cottage
across from the Deerings when he wasn't in the Cape
Sable area collecting crocs which he sold by the foot 1o
2005

That loud voice coming up the road would be Butler. an
elderly black man who lived in the center of the village
with his wile Frankie. As he walked homie in the evenings.
Butler sorted out the day’s happenings in 8 full-deciteel
conversation with himsell, 5o one could kear him &
pr-:_1:_'.|._'|1:r: i ﬁ:-:_1rr1 xl!ﬂl’
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UPDATE

Marion Deering i one of her soft white dresses displays her

keen interest in her SURrOUNAINES. fLear by S Desrings rasdduphee
Sarioe vl o CAWSER)

Nexi tous along the bay (o the south was a small colomy
of neighbars.

The rather British Frederick Bodleys, who lived with a
frenetic monkey Lulu and a scarket macaw that lorded it
aver their patio; Weightman Stellwagon, a fragile man
who always dressed in white suits and who succumbed
to the lonelimess of Cutler and shot himself one day: and
the Paul Canneys, who formerly lived in Hawail where he
had been an engineer with cne of the pineapple
CcoMmpanies.

Though it was only a block from Mrs. Deering's door to
ours, fvery would always chaulleur her to our house for
visits, and my parents weloomed her because she was In-
teresting and grackous. My sister and 1, however, looked
forward 1o these vislis with childish delight for a towlly dif-
ferent reasom. They meant large boxes of exquilsie can-
dies or small cakes in delicate paper lace boxes along with
nurmerous books rom art galleries which we would copy
in the evenings. (1 still have the latter, watermarked by
hurricanes.}

[ can remember her concern when my six-year-old sks-
ter and 1 {age 7} strolled owver for a visit not long after we
had moved in ezt door. She had Avery grandly take us
home in her limousine, unaware that every day we
roamed far miles

Pose Connelt Fichards not only has retained memaories
of Cutler half a century ago, she has kept some postcards
and snapshots of the era, inspiration for more stories,

hopefully.
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In oqar little boai we explored the shallow copst where
the natural jungle gym of mangroves was a grab bag of
goodies. We found bottles with notes 1ossed from a cruise
ship off Morro Castle or freighters passing in the
Cubfstream, glass fishing Noats, even a wooden sabot lost
by some French fisherman

The deer were long gone, as were the Indians, who
knew Cutler as the " hunting ground.” The only clue to the
panthers that had tracked the deer were a lew whitened
bones at the bottoms of the great sink holes lined with
maidenhair fern, into which we cdimbed. There were end-
less tracts of pines and palmetto where we picked bou-
quets of purple liatris spikes in the fall. Closer o the bay
dense (racts of native trees bordered by scarlet coral bean
harbored an abundance of small ceeatures, enosgh for
that medieval ireatise calbed a bestiary

On spring nights we lay in bed lstening to bull alligators
bellowing saurian challenges to one anather in the glades
to the west, Each spring, too, we looked forward to the re-
turn of the bald eagles and ospreys who entertained us
with aerial dogfights. The fish hawks would snatch a
squirming muldlet [rom the bay, only to be intercepted by
an eagfle Turming and twisting in defensive chandelles, the
hapkess fish hawk would drop its catch where it was neat-
ly felded in mid-alr by the eagle, who returned (o feast on
a pine branch while the osprey went back {o its fishing
chore. This was not dificult, for anytime we walked to the
beach we saw glittering arcs of indreds of mullet rise 1o
escape the slash of a barracuda,

We rarely glimpsed a bobeal among the numerous
small forest creatures. but in the cool of morming there
were often small wildcats calmly sitting ateop the stone
walls that surrounded the Deering grounds as though

il

logthe o retire for the nightl. Bunning from Old Cutler Road
to the bay, these high walls created barrlers thal woiild
funnel hordes of clacking biue land crabs along their
lengths in September. Then black families, arlginally from
the Bahamas, would enter with large crobker sacks. With a
short stick they would deftly pinicn a crab, break off all
legs, leaving the big claws, and pop it into the sack, They
then headed for home and a feast in half an hows,

Foxes made spring leaps from the headlights glare
when we drove in at night, and the ficus tree dropped its
timy figs. The foxes never depleted the colomy of big leop
ard frogs in the pond beneath the timber bamboo, even
though they shared them with untold numbers of rac-
coons, A dead tall palm tree in the yard was a screech owl
condoe where at dusk a dozen small faces would contermn:-
plate the approaching night from staggered nest holes
chiseled out by red-bellied woodpeckers

My mother so cherished the native stand of persimmon,
bay, stoppers, and palms that blocked a view ol the water
from the house that my father added .;|.1]1:|rd-_t.1|;1rl|.' p-q‘_ln:h %]
enable us {0 see the bay, Besides a hive of bees, a family
of barn owls liked this high, secure place and reared fami
lies in ifs attic, My sister and | delighted in peering in at the
big pudly babies with unblinking eves, and after they
fledped we'd try 1o identify the small mammal boneyard
they kefi beehind

Because of Cutler’s isolation we had our cwn library
Live my father, [ became an avid reader. Aware of my love
of reading, Mrs. Deering. when her sight began to fall,
asked if | would come and read 1o her in the afternoons
We sat on the airy porch facing southeast whh Hs sunR-
wiashed sweep of trees, waler and shy, where, afler a ses-
sion with books, we had tea

LS
e L E

Charles Deering bought this house from Mrs. Edith Richmond. The stone at the water's edge Is part of the turning basin for
boats Deering developed in the Bay, wass cowtey of farcsisd Dopics! Gardens, nsgstive nsmtsr J016717)
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While her sight may have been diminished, Mrs
Deerings hearing was good. Unce wien we Were on the
porch she exclaimed, "What was that?” Because of my
reading aloud 1 had heard nothing, but she described a
mudfled explosion

Several days later we learmed that "revenuers” had
bBlowrm up a mmoanshine still hidden i the demae g:m-.-lh
nof far from the house. In those days of liquor prohibition
we had a similar episcde at our place where federal
agents played a part

One early alternoon there was a sense of exciterment
and my father stared running to the beach. Ower his
shaulder he called (o My sisier and me 1o shay home. B
CUriosity was a strong magned, so we fagged along. hiding
behind trees, 1o see & group of men chasing other men in
boats

When the purswers caught up with the men in the first
boat and brought them to the dock, they asked my father's
pPermission (o 'I_1'r|.ng thiear pri'f.-:Jr:-i'rt. I:hr-:'ll.l.jgh L '|i"||‘l|."'l." 10
the road. They were revenue agents nabbing rum run-
ners. They gave miy father o large croker sack of confiscat-
ed booze which he buried in the yard (o samiple at leisure

Oocasionally Mrs. Deering and [ would go into the main
kouse to read and [ can still see a rather depressing paknt-
ing owver the fireplace that reminded me of a parade of Ku
Klux Elansmen but which [ much later realized was a pro-
cession of hooded Spanish penbttentes. In the extensive 1i-
brary were elegant busis of her daughters, Barbara and
Marion, as well as other statuary, | recall one day when
Eusebio came proudly toshow her a classic bromze he had
brightened up with shoe polish. She fairly reeled bud
calmly explained the polish would have 1o be removed as
the original patina should be retained

Once, toa, when we were reading a wolume of a Lincoln
biodraphy, | continually had to cut pages in order to read,
Mrs. Deerlng Nnally sugdested we stop. Mow | suspect thal
what | held in my hands was most likely a first editbon of
Carl Sandburg’s prose eple of Abraham Lincoln

At that time the Germen war machine was rumbling jo-
swrard Wosld War 11 As [ was reading Mora Waln's RBeaching
for the Stars, describing the cruelties inflicted on the Jews,
Mrs, Deering was so shaken that she sent for Me, Morrisey,
her caretaker,” to tell hirm of the horrors. | rernember that
she described thern 1o him because | told her i was foo
upsetting for me to reread

e e wrbere B Wfor iy el ool dnsradi o O Curier 8 bloce awsd of tar mae e

md perchy e garaght Ko pronmshy e ucpmeenr s dn seras by and dasing nonh S noe ol ood
eagars wrbare Averny e s b ey bl daong sk orbers wermeors

T . =l

The Richmond Hotel, still under construction in this pic-
ture, was remodeled to contaln the kitchen and dining room
for the Deerings after the bulldings were joined. was g ey

Fancadil. Afgatad Susles 7F & )

Mrs. Deering, in mourning following the death of her hus-
band in 1925, Is plctured with the sons of her daughter,
Barbara McCormick, From left: Roger, now deceased;
Brooks, International Harvester executive; and C. Deering,
1nn—gthm| Miarmi resident. e G By Depnegs grasddaugbie; Maned
Campdail, of Sl aga b

After our reading, Mrs. Deering and | would strall the
grounds, sometimes around the ¢ basin, under oak
trees laden with cattleya orchids, where there was a small
tea house set with shell mosaic in the ceiling like (hose al
Vizcava. Sometimes we would go north, Following .':.?Ful:h
througth the mangroves where the sprawled body b
resident alligator would often block the walk

The ald Pan American Clippers would drone by at fhee
oclock, headed for their base al Dinner Bey. They were 5o
punciual we could tell the hour by them. Once we had the
thrill of seeing the ill-fated Hindenburd, its enormous bull
unbelbevably quiet as it drifted by on a low Night down the
Coast

-l'|1|::-u!.]J::| my lEerge r|:'!|||'|d -::-:_ll.'.hi E.t;'a:ll:i‘.h,' & :F_:-I-ﬂ'm'lh! 1
then, this patiend, cultured woman had a profound effect
an et As we traveled the globe through books, from the
Russian steppes 1o the world's capitals, which she knew
well, she enlarged on subjects, expanding my mind inan
education without pain.

Our assoclation ended when | married and moved 1o
Coconut Grove, She sent me elegant silver as a wedding
ift ard wie corresponded until her death. Over 45 years
have passed sinee them, yel 1 still think ol this gentle-
wrenrian who touched my e so indelibly and | realize my
good fortune in having known her and a richly natural,
earlier Cutler
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Historic Hurricanes of South Florida

The South Florida peninsula has
been struck by numerous hurrl-
canes over the centuries, but until
the discovery of the New Waorld and
its occupation by Europeans, there
was no one to record the effect these
stormis may have had on the history
of Soputh Florida. Even during the
long period of Spanish and British
occupation, when hurricanes were
responsible for the loss of many
ships along the Florida coast, there
were few inhabitants of the main-
land or Feys to record what effect
such storms may have had. The ac-
count 1o follow begins with the 191h
century and continues through
1985, It was deve from an ex-
hibit of "Historic Hurricanes™ pre-
"S'Ed for the first Harvest Fair in
1976,

» Our story begins with “Miami's
Earliest Known Great Hurricane,”
which struck this area on 14 Septem-
ber 1824 after a long passage
through the Antilles (as described in
the November 1984 issue of Up-
date). It was significant because this
hurricane evidently sank the ship
bound from Beston with bricks and
other material for construction of the
Cape Florida lighthouse,

As a result, construction of this fa-
mous lighthouse was delayed for
one Year

« Until at least 1829, maps of south-
east Florida show the coast unbro-
ken from ihe insula later knowmn
as Miami Beach to Virginia Key. Be:
ginning in 1838, maps show an
opening where Morris Cut (s today,
i.e., between Fisher [sland (once the
south end of Miami Beach) and Vir-
ginia Key. Hurricane forecasters
agree that a hurricane moving from
the southeast across the sound end
of Biscayne Bay could hawe driven
the water first toward the south and
then, after moving inland, up into the
narth end of Biscayne Bay and sea-
ward, thus forming a cut where be-
fore there had been none.

The hurricane of 15 September
1835 followed such a path and it is
believed that this hurricane formed
what toeday s known as Noeris Cuat.
{See Chardon, B, 1977 Cartograph-
ic Analysis of Coastal Change, Natu-
ral and Urban, in Research Tech-
niques in Coastal Environments,
Louisiana State University Press,
Ge-nsc:l ience and Man Series, Volume
18.

+ By the early nineteenth century the
final stretrh of Henry Flaglers Flori-
da East Coast Railroad was under

BY DONALD C. GABY

construction in the Florida Keys. On
18 October 1906 a hurricane moving
from the southwest passed ower the
"Overseas Extenslon” of the rail-
road, Many large guarter-boats used
in this consiruction fOjech Wene Car-
ried outl 1o sea and approximate
135 lives were lost. ¢ than 15
survivors were rescued at sea.
Twenty-three lives were lost near
Elliott when the old riverboat St
Lucie, anchored behind the island
for shelter, was crushed and sunk by
the backwash when the wind re-
versed. The calm of the “eye™ al
Miami lasted 30 minutes.

This hurricane ended the pine-
apple industry on the Eeys, and
many planters also abandoned their
citrus groves,
¢ The Great Hurricane of 18 Seplem-
ber 1926 is still well remembered by
mary Miami residents. Occurring

ore our modern means of obser
vation, the wamings were less than
adequate and the weather signs
werne deceptive. As late as B p.m. the
evening before the storm the wind
was only 18 mph and the pressure
had been steady for 2 hours. By 6
a.m. the following moming paris of
Miami had come within the “eye” of
the storm. Many persons rushed inbo
the streets and lost their lives as the
back side of the storm reached them
with strong winds and a high storm
surge. Downtown Miami was jusi
within the northern edge of the calm
eye which was never experienced in
the northern paris of the city al-
ihough Homestead, 28 miles south-
woest, was included. The storm surge
was 13 feet a1 Dinner Key, 12 feet at
Miami Beach, and 11 feet at the
Miami River. The maximum wind
speed was at least 138 mph. There
were 243 lives lost in Florida,

One result of this destructive hur
ricane was development of a much

improved building code for Dade
County.

« The hurricane of 17 September
1928 was one of the greatest of re-
cord. The minimum pressure at
Palm Beach was lower than it had
been bwo years earlier at Miarmi, and
at 27.42 inches was the lowest re-
corded in the United States up to that
time. The wind was probably 160
mph and there was a storm surge of
10 feet at Palm Beach. The greates!
lesses were around Lake Okeecho-
beze wheere the waters overflowed the
shallow rim of the southeast shore,
Flooding included the towns of Belle
Glade, and South Bay., At
least 1.B36 lives were kost.

A result of this hurricane was con-
siruction of the high protective dike

that today impounds the waters of
Lake Okeechobee

» The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935
was the most severe storm of record
in the Atlantic. On 2 Seplember
1935 the minimum pressure was
26,35 inches ai Lower Matecumbe
and 1he wind was estimated at 200
mph., The storm surge was [5-20
feet at Long Key. This storm intensi-
fied rapidly as il approached the
Keys and had a very small eye. Of an
ll=car train sent to rescue a large
group of World War [ veterans in re-
lief camps, all but the locomotive
was swept away. At one poind, prob-
ably due to wave action in addition
to the storm surge, iracks and cross-
ties were washed off a concrete via-
duct 30 feet above normal sea level,
Al least 408 lives were lost.

This herricane destroyed the Flor
ida East Coast Railroad to ey West
which had operated since 1912 and it
was never rebullt.

Incidental nodes: Also in | 335 the ceniral Hur-
ricane Whm Service was moved from

ton, O fo facksomvile, FL with
m.urfﬁwﬂrmtdmdim
Jan, PR It had been af Washington séace
1502, having bwen established a8 Havana,
Csha during the ~American Wi 4o

1998 In § e Maifonal Hurricane Cemler
was moved from Backsomeille fo Miamd, FL

« One of the worst hurricanes to
strike South Florida amrived on 15
September 1945, It destroyed the
Richrmond Maval Adr Station where
engineers calculated winds of
170 mph with gusts o 196 mph,
alibouegh onby 109 mph was mea-
sured at Miami, Richmond NAS was
a lighter-than-atr facility which in-
cluded three huge blimp hangars
made of wood except for the mas-
sive concrete and steel doors. At the
time these hangars were the largest
wooden struciures in the world.
Mear the height of the storm they
began to disintegrate and caught fire.
Fed by 100 octane aviation gasoline,
the temperature rose o £ 000°F
and the flames consumed 25
blimps, 365 aircraft, and 150 auto-
mobikes. Little might one suspect
that this was the site of today's Metro
Lool

Only 4 lives were lost in this se-
were hurricane, thanks in part to the
advent of aerial reconnaissance of

Donald C. Gaby recounts the damag-
¢35 done by our hurricanes and the
subsequent efors to prevent future
destruction.




tropical cyclones by Air Force and
Nawy aircraft, which greatly im-
proved the warnings.

(The frst perelration of the eve of
& hurricane by milllary aircrafl was
rade during Workd War 11 and by the
end of the war such reconnaissance
became a routine part of the hurri-
Cane Warning service )

« Two "wel hurricanes ooourred an
L7 September and 12 October 19497
The first stormn brought hurricane
force winds along a path from
Carysfort Feef Light 1o Cape Canave-
ral, with heavy raing causing flood-
ing around Lake Qkeechabee, Storm
surges of 22 feet at Clewiston and 21
feed at Moore Haven were confained
Ty the bigh difke construcied alter the
1928 hurricane, The secand storm
brought additional heavy rains on al-
ready wel land which resulted in the
warst Nood of record in South Flori-
da. Partz of Hialeah and Miami
Springs were under water for three
W hks,

These “wei” hurricanes of 1947
resulted in the establishment of the
Central and Southern Florida Flood
Control District (today's South Flori-
da Water Management Disteict) and
the building of a leves west of State
Eoad 27 to protect the heavily popu-
Iated southeast coastal region from
such storms in the future

» 5ix hurricanes during 1954 and

- - 2

UPDATE

1955 did not affect Florida directhy,
but have historic interest for this
area. Hurricanes Carol, Edna, and
Hazel of 1954, and Connie, Diane.
and lone of 1955 brought much
damage and trouble fo the Atlantic
coast region including Washington,
D.C

As a resuli, the Congress was mo-
tivated to appropriate funds for a
network of long range coastal
weather radars begun in 1956. Such
weather radars now are located ai
Miami and Fey West.
Tncideradnl nade; Sroim e fscosarry of A
ca bnte ihe mddcdle of e ST CEmury M
Wald Custarmary & fefer 1o harricands By the
ghate of Il oocarfence &l Sours irponiand o
cadion, vy a daimi s day in Cathoelie coumlcies or
By a natlonal Balidsy in our oo, e PFor a
Brder periodd dring 1950-52 furricanes were
marred By the Reiters of the plhonetic alphabel,
e, Afshe, Emsy enc. of any year For a bng
period therealter furricanes wene fham woim-
enE mawnes. [n ibe 1280% dhey hawe Been
Eivien wamens aod men s pames abernasely

+ Hurricane Donna on 10 Septemiber
1960 brought destruction in the Flor
ida Eeys reminiscent of 1935, It
passed just northeast of Marathon,
then near Naples and Fort Myers.
Maximum winds were 140 mph
with gusis to 180-200 mph in the
Eeys, about 100 mph with gus!s to
120 mph at Everglades Ciby and Na-
ples. The storm surge was 13 feet in
the Keyrs, 10-11 feet on the southwest
coast. Almost all of the large man-

grove and mahogany trees in Bvee-
ilades Mational Park that sumvived
the 1935% storm were killed in
Donna

Omne resull of this very destructive
hurricane on the Feys was an im-
provement in the building code of

Monroe County
Incidenial node: The vear 1950 alse srwr ise
successiul mmach of fae nadions frar wearber

sxtellile, TIROS-I. Simce the rndd [S8R0S mo
nusrwcane es escaped oevesiion I saneiite

« There may never be another hurri-
cane like Camille of 1969 Although
second fo the Florida Keys hurricane
of 1935 in terms of minimum central
pressune, il was much langer and is
widely regarded by meteorologists
as the greatest Atlantic hurricane
ever. A minimum central pressure of
26.73 inches was observed by re-
connaissance aircrafl near 25°N
87W and Z6.85 inches was ob-
served at Bay 50 Louis, Miss. Winds
with gusts o 190 mph were estimat-
ed. The storm surge was measured
as 25 feet at Pass Christian, Miss

and may have been a few feet higher.
Lives lost came to 256 bul would
have been much more if a masshve
evacuation of the coastal regions had
nod taken place. What makes Camille
historic for South Florida?

The author has cbserved that
since Camille many of the old timers
in Miami are less inclined to talk
about the 1926 hurricane

Post-hurricane sign on a small shop following the 1926 hurricane reflects the “clean up and get going again” approach Miami-
ans take to UrriCanES, Misr segete sunber E230.4)
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1935. Crews tackle clean-up of railroad tracks and equipment follow-
ing the most severe storm on record in the Atlantic. Pressure dropped
to 26.35 at Lower Matecumbe and wind was estimated at 200 mph.

[PASE iT of Reik fogesmiges, Sbgalied nersdes F3FE T

1945, Richmond Maval Air Station had
three huge blimp hangars, made of wood
except for concrete and steel doors. In the
storm they broke up and caught fire, De-
stroyed were 25 blimps, 366 alreralt and
150 automabiles. |ALLEY, pane iy ) Do Wlps! Mpwi, g
el murier Bl #F A
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devastation wrought during the night. The wind had reached at least 138 mph and the storm surge al the Miam| River was 11 feel.

VHALE swgafrew sumber T 10404 0]

¥
¥

1945, Two of Richmoend Maval Alr Station's
hangars following the hurncane. The area
has. metamorphosed into Metrozoo where
the 40,000 members of the Florida Zoolog-
ical Society keep the place jumping from
hoalas to toUCans. (wass g of Gendin dedi, segative
muner B MI-I

1947, Two wet hurrlcanes, one In September and one in October, cre-
ated the worst flood of record In South Florida. A flood control district
{now water management distrlict) was established and levea built.

(HESE gty ol b Sasal angslher ramar 18 10 )
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UPDATE

The Visiting Nurse:
A Post-War Pioneer

BY JEAN T. BRADFISCH

The first call made by a Visiting
Murse in Dade County was 1o the
home of an B4-year-ald man who
had fallen and injured his side, Miss
Mary Barclay arrbved,. tended him,
cheered him, and referred him 1o
further medical care. The visit lasted
nearly an hour; the cost was $1.50,
The year was 1945,

[t was Juby {after VE Dray, but be-
fore V1), just a few weeks after the
Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) of
Dade County received its charter
from the national organization.

These were the days before air
conditioning, The sun was white.
Sudden alferncon showers left
stearn rising in wisps from the pave-
ment. Foreheads and backs were
always moist, making thin cotton
fabrics wrinkle and cling. Yet the
nurse appearsd neat and &ficient
with her wedde-shaped cap and her
black medical bag. which was to be

made £,.47 3 horme visits. Most were
tar the chronically ill, but visits were
also made to the acutely ill, those
with communicable diseases, and
new mothers and infants. "On No-
vember 19,7 the report states, “acal-
ored nurse was added to the staff
and work in the colored district was
started.”

Besides her duties as supervisor,
Adair also made home visits, was
interviewed on radio, attended con-
ventions, and mede speeches o ¢x-
plain VHNAS purpose and needs, She
planned fo help the organization get
started and then leswe But it did ot
work cut that way,

"I came to Miami In 1943 when
my husband was statboned on Mi-
aml Beach with the Air Fosce as a
photographer,’ says Adair, who was
one of (e many young wivwes who
sef up temporary housekeeping in
small apartments close to hotel ow

The nurse taught the family how to care for the patient,
and as she healed, the nurse was able to visit less and less
frequently until she was not needed at all.

her passport inte any type of neigh-
borhood and all types of hames -
sorne tastefully furnished, but others
without fans, electricity, or running
water,

The voung woman who made that
first house call was one of two regis-
tered nurses, a supervisor = Mrs.
Vera 5. Adair - and a clerk on the
sialfl of the newly-formed organiza-
tion. Their territory was the city of
Miami, Miami Beach, and Coral Ga-
Bles, Their “office” was only a desk
in space provided by the Health De-

riment in the Dade County Court

ouse Each moming at 8:.30, five-
and-a-half davs a week, the nurses
would check 'I.i{zci:r supplies and their
sireet maps, pick up their black
bags. and climb into their cars to
answer calls. That first month, they
answered 65, It was only the
imirg.
ight months later, when the first
of its annual reports was filed, the
VHNA had moved (o room 712 in the
Postal Building on M.E. First Avenue.
By then, there were six nurses, in-
cluding the supervisor, and they had

while their servicemen husbands
tratned,

“Afver | was here for a while,” she
continues, "1 began to feel guilty that
[ wasn't working. There was a shoel-
age of nurses. | met the direcior of
Eublﬂ: health nursing in the Dade

cunty Depariment of Public
Health, Mary Matthews, and she
asked me If | would consider coming
to work for the Health Depariment.
Hdalrags;m:d i, and was assigned to
BMimmi ior High School, where
she was the nurse for a year.

“In the meantime,” Adair says,
"Mrs, Matthews and Dr. T. E. Cato,
director of the Dade County rt-
rreent of Public Health, were talking
about starting a Visiting Burse Asso-
clation. The Zoata Club of Greater
Miami was also interested, so they
gave 51,000 io the Community War
Chest, and earmarked it for a Visit
iﬂﬁ_ﬂut‘i-e Association,”

he Mational League for Mursing
was asked o make a study as (o the
need for a visiling nurse service
Onee the need was determined,
people in the community wolun-

This is hall the staff that made 65
calls the first month. Eight menths
later six nurses had made 2,473
home Visits. (vweng Suwsen Assacistian, segaties
urrbes 8 G407

teered to serve on the commitiee
The Weliare Flanning Councll be-
came involved, and a group of clii-
zens was asked bo serve as the board
of directors,

The VHNA of Dade County was
chartered June 15, 1945 Chester M.
Wright was the first president of the
board. Mrs. Matthews was the exec-
utive directorn.

"Mrs. Matthews asked me if |
would be the supervisor,” says
Adair. "1 had done visiting nursing in
Mew York City. and | really didn't
want 1o [ said, "Well, I'm leaming the
Health Department, which is a new
experience for me. I'd just as soon
stay here, but temporarily 1'll go with
the Visiting Murse Association’ ...
and | was with the VNA for 32
years!

How does one make a place
for a baby to if there is
no bassinet or

In the early days, many of thase in
need, besides the elderhy and the ill,
were young mothers, the wives of
servicermen, who were away from
home and family. They were having

Jean Bradfisch has produced the
avward-winning Sea Fronthers maga-
zine with an elficiency that gives her

tirne for olher projects and Update is
a beneficiary.
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A 19403 plaster-of-Paris pink flamingo greets a visiting nurse in her neat uniform and wedge-shaped cap
as she takes her black medical bag with her intd the small house of 3 patient. (g dene Ausscianion phote, segaties
Al B i T

their first babies, and they needéd
instruction and care. All of them
lved on Miami Beach, which was
like a small community. People got
o know the nurse in their area and
waould tell ofbers about her, 3he was
a welcome sight o many a
homebound patient. For the nurse, i
wias a gratifying job.

Then, as today, the visifing nurse
had to be a special type of person.
She had to be dedicated. Hod, cold,
or wel weather could not deter her.
She had to like going into stranse
communities and strange homes
and meeting people in diferent set
tings. She had to be able to impro-
vise, using her imagination i there
were no provisions in the home
How does one make a place for a
baby {0 sleep i there 15 no bassinet
ar crib, or change a patbent's dress-
ing when there are no fresh
Supples?

In some homes, the nurse mighi
hawve to spread out newspapers on o
chair or the floor on which (9 Open
her black bag. A dresser drawer
might be made into a newborns
bed. Improvising was tins: Consum-
ing, and time was of the essence, She
usually made seven 1o eight visits a
day, ard unlike the hospital setting

where the nurse would go frem
riosniTy bo rosoimy, the visiting nurse had
1o drive several miles from patient to
patient.

One of the patients who was re-
ferred 1o the agency by her physician
wag & woman who had been dis-
charged fram the hospltal following
abdominal surgery. Her wound had
not yet healed, and the visiting nurse
made daily visiis (o change the
dressing and give a medication by
impEctc

The nurse carried surgical scis-
sors, forceps, cotton applicators,
and hypodermic syringes and nee-
dles, but she had totake Lome Lo stefi-
lize the equipmment 1]}-‘ boiling B on
the patients stowe. The family had
purchased sterile gauze and adhe-
sive tape. In cases where there was
no money to purchase surgical
dressings, the nurse would instruct
the family touse a hat iron on freshly
laundered while cotton materlal.
Nursing tire was reduced signifl-
cantly by the advent of prepachaged
medical supplies

The murse taught the family how
to care for the patient, and as she
healed, the nurse was able Lo visit
less and less frequently until she
wias ot needed at all

As the population of Dade County
grew, the number of homebound cli-
ents grew, and the VNA grew, gradu

Each morning at 8:30,
five-and-a-half days a week,
the nurses would check their

es and their street maps,
pick up their black bags,
and climb into their cars to
answer calls. That first month,
they answered 65.

ally expanding its territory 1o include
the whole county. Eventually an of-
fice was opened in Cutler Ridge to
serve Homestead and Florida City, in
addition to the central office at 52ED
N.E. Fourth fwenue in a building
purchased in 1976 through a be-
quest of Olive V Levine
Clients were accepled through re

ferral by their physician or hospital,
clinics, social health agencies, the
velerans administration, family, or
friends. The charge was based on
their ability to pay. From the 19605
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The year 1985 marked the 75th an-
niversaries of two well-known
Miami institutions, The Miami Hes-
ald and the law firm of Shutts &
Bowen - both founded by Frank B.
Shatts in 1910, the year he moved to
Florida from Indiana

Shutts was 8 premaiurely graying
40, slender, tall for the time, bespec-
tacled, confident but tending 1o be
quiet and thoughtful when out of his
element. The son of a poor Auroma,
Indiana, cobbler, he had worked his
way through DePauw Unbversity
law school, greduating In 1892, He
specialized in civil rather than crimi
mal lww but practiced both inorder to
make a Hving. Although he became
a successiul amall-town lawyer, he
won nedther elches nor fame, and not
undil the eve of his depariure from
Aurora did he win a wife She was
his secretary. His courtship is a story
in liself, But so are many other
events in the life of Frank Barker
Shtts,

Althoudh lie for Shutts, as mea
sured in riches, fame and happiness,
may have begun at 40, he owed
rruch of his success to the meetng
of Henry M. Flagler. The events lead-
fng up to this meeting began in 1907
wien a recession swepd the couniny.
Scares of banks failed. among them
the Fort Dallas Mational Bank of
Miami, Shuits, experienced in bank-
fupicy procedures, was appointed a
fecteral recedver, His flrst job had
been liquidating a failed Denwver
bank. In 1900 he was sent 1o Miami
as recelver of the Fort Dallas Bank.

After a 15-hour train ride from
Jacksonville in a July heat wave,
Shutls. who was impatient of dis-
comfor, was prepared o dislike
Miami Sli:ppﬁn% the train at the
Miarmi depot. BLE. Sixth 56 and Sec-

UPDATE

Hoosier Frank Shutts
Brewed Miami's Magic

BY NIXON SMILEY

and Ave., he found the sun insuffera-
ble. He brushed the coal cinders
from his suit and sousgght the shade.
Mopsquitoes covered him. Tuming fo
his traveling companion, E. W
Bebinger, a federal bank clerk,
Shutts swore.

"My God, this is a terrible place.

We have no way of knowing
Shutts’ thoughts during a hack ride
from the depod (0 the Green Tree Inn
at N.E, Second Ave. and Second 5t.,
for Bebinger remembered that he
rode in sikence as he puffed on a
sl:mn¥ cigar o discoursge mosqui-
ioes, It being summer, the two major
resort hotels, the Royal Palm and the
Haleyon, were closed, But the Green
Tree Inn, set off by royal poincianas
which were in bloom, was an at
tractive place to stay, The lobby was
orderly, the rooms clean, and the
food good. Shutls met the manager.
Mrs. Minnle Hill March, She knew
everybody in fown of any impor-
tance. She gave him addresses of
persons he would have 10 see and
supggested odhers mot on his lise. And
she spread the news of Shutts’ arsi-
val. which next day the Miami Maormn-
It Mews-Becord reported in a page-
one story, "Frank B. Schuliz/ 1s New
Eeceiver, said the headline, mis-
spelling Shufts’ narme.

The Fort Dallas Mational Bank had
cpened in 1902 and enjoved a con-
siderable success in the fast growing
young city until 1905 when ils presi-
dent, W. M. Brown, made & sizeable
loan to Salemy Graham io build a
150-room lueury hobel, the Halcyan,
on the Flagler Street site now occu-
pied by the DuPont Building, 01d col-
ored post cand pictures of the Halcy
on remind you of a Walt Disney
creation, a kind of “castle inthe sky.”
Bullt of gleaming white Miami limse-
sione, decorated by battle turrets
and store columns, and roaled with
red Ludowici tile, the structure was
perhaps Miamil's most impressive
building of its early years,

When Shutls arrived, the Halcyon
wias in receivership, along with the
bank that had lcaned the money 1o
build i, Since it had opened at the
beginning of the recession, the tm-

ing proved fatal. Few guests showed
up and Graham was unable 1o make
payments on his loan. As a result the
Fort Dallas Bank failed, Unable 1o
find a buyer who would pay the
worth of the great white elephant,
Shutts induced The Green Tree Inn
manager Mrs. March to manage the
Halcyon during the winter season of
1909-1910. She continwed 1o man-
age it the following year, daing 5o
well that she eventually bought the
hotel for $91,200, contributing
greatly o Shuils’ success in paying
bank depositors 67 cents an the dal-
lar when they expected little or noth-
ing. (The Halcyon story 5 told at
length in Thelma Peters's Miami 1909
[Banyvan Books, Miami, 1984,

Une problem remalned fos {13
before he could return to Indiana,
Flagler heid a note on the bank for
£47.000, Shutts wanted to have the
note recessed for a time, but no one
in the Flagler System in Miami had
authority to do so. On his way home,
shutts weni by New York to see
Flagler, Appearing before the part-
ner of John [ Bockefeller inthe Stan-
dard Oil Company Building, Skutts
explained what was being done to
siraighten out the affairs of the
closed Miami bank. [t was essential,
heawneser, that Mr. Flagler's note be al-
lowed to ride for a few months
longer.

lagler was agreeable. In the
meantime he had become lm-
pressad by the clear and convincing
argument Shuits had presented. To
have a petitioner of such ability apd
confidenice appear before him was a
rare experience. He ashed Shutts if
he would be interested In represent-
img the Flagler Systemn in Miami.

Shutts thanked the 79-year-old
Flagler, then withoutl hesitation

turned down the offer, Having a good

Nixon Smiley's profile of Frank
Shutts was geared o the 75th anni-
versary of his arrival in Miami but
gears of this historical magazine
grind skowly, oo slowly to make a
1985 issue after the manuscript was
received.




|::-r.:|i:l|c~. in Aurora, he was dism-
clined to move He had, however,
changed his mind somewihat aboaal
Miami as a place to lse. He liked the
people, a rugged bunch of individu-
alists like himself. Except for a few
professionals like physicians, law
yers and ministers, most had little
formal education, but they were
bright and ambitious, and they pos
sessed a sense of humor. They
lawghed vproariously at the some-
times fisgue storles Shutts liked to
el Yet he could see no benefit in
leaving Aurora,

Whereupon Flagler offered him a
refainer of 57,500 a vear If he would
agecept, That was more money than
Shiits had ewver earned in a year, or
ever would earn in Auwrora. He
promised Flagler he would consider
his offer, and did so on his way
hame. There was no doub! that E.-'Il
ami offered many opportunities. lis
growth from three families living on
the Miami River in 1885 to 5000 in
19049 had been phenomenal. Mean
while the Everglades was being
drained, with the prospect thal a
million acres of rich soil would be
opened for farming. At that moment
Miamls fufure as a resart seemed
less important, (or it was summer
and Shutts had seen only closed ho-
tels and relatbrely empty strests.

Shutts had a personal reason for
considering & move to Miami. He
had been engaged to the same
woman, Fannie Folk, for 20 years
Their marriage had been continu-
ously postponed because of Miss
Folk's ailing mother, whom she
nursed, By moving o Miami he

HI 1[il‘ 'l: i
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Schutts, Smith & Bowen in 1915. From left, seated, are Miss Given and Miss
Woodall, secretaries, Mr. Crate D. Bowen, Mr. William B Smith and Frank Schutls,
Standing, from the left, are Mr. E. W, Bebinger, the office manager, and Mr. H, H,
Eyles and Mr. L. F Snedigar, the firm's associates, /wase g e Bebiages famiy, segaries nemis:

FE-RE2-1)

wiold leave this galling problem be
hind. By the time Shutts reached Au
rotéa he had decided to accepl
|'|1'.!;||._'r'h. offer.

By the spring of 1910 Shutts had
closed his Aurcra practice, and his
books and papers were packed and
rieady for shipment o Miami. He had
only one regret, that he would be une
able to take his attractive young sec-
retary, Agnes John, with him. But in

those days a man did not fake a
young woman 1o a distant city um-
less she was his wibe But honsr would
he break the formal emplover
employee relationship that exisbed
between them in order o proposs
marriage? He stopped at her desk
and they talked about his departune
and about what Miami was like. He
described Miami as a frontier. wilh
new pecple and new ideas, a place
afl unlimited opporiunilies Miss
John said that she, (oo, would ke 1o
go o a new place where the faces
wrere new and the ideas new

"Aurora is so dull,” she said

‘Then why don't you come with
me 1o Miami . ., &% my wife 7" asked
Shutts.

Loocking up into the angular face
and seeing that Shutls was Serious,
Miss John reached for ihe handle
that controlled the typewriter well of
her desk and chsed it as she rose 1o
her feet

"Let's gol” she replied

In Miami, Shutts formed a pant-
nefship with Henry E Atkinson.
They took on a third partner in 1911,
Willlam Proden Smith. Atkinson lefi
the firm in 1902 1o become a circuit
courd judge, but that same year Crate
[ Bowen arrived {rom Indianapolis
to join the lirm, which became
Shutts, Smith & Bowen. When Smith
left in 1919 after being elected mayoar
of Miami, the firm becamse Shutts &
Bowren

ronnrend on page i
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Shutts and Bowen traced their
friendship to Indiana Masonic con-
venfions, There was less than a
vears difference in thelr ages, but
that was ihe only similarlty. Shutts
was oulgoing and a storyteller of re-
markable ability, His ribald yams
todd to friends at streel cormers or on
the courthouse steps = and many
years later at the Coco Lobo Club -
never failed to ignite an explosion of
lagghter.

Shutts collected friends with the
avidity thai coin collectors purswe
ihetr hobby, His memory for faces
and names was supero. He had all
the prerequisites of a politician ex

cept deception. Having tried unsuc-
cessfully to win public office in Indi-
ana, Shutts recognized his
shortcomings and newver ran again.
He was to become a power behind
politicians seeking his support and
that of The Miami Herald. In the
1940s Grady L. Crawiford, a youngd
lawyer who had joined Shutts &
Bowen a few year previously, was
walking down Flagler Sireet with
Shutts, then in his seventies.

"l used to run this town,' re-
marked Shutts

Crate [ Boswen was the opposite
of Shutts. Less owlgoing, he stayed in
the office and got the work done

l:}_-"l-'l{ll'--ﬂfl..m.-j kg & EE
i
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Shutts became the cutside partner,
Bowen the mside partner. As the
vears passed, Shults devoted less
time 1o the practice of law and more
time to the promotion of his firm and
his other interssts, including The
Herald, Boswen never complained,
for together he and Shuits prospered
far beyond the dreams of elther
when they jomed their knowledge,
talents, and wit in the practice of Law,

Parr 2, Shuris and The AMiarmd Herald, see Ao-
gust Lipdare

Dr. Thelma Peters recently assisted HASF in obtaining & number of donations,
amaong them this photograph. The picture is a view of construction near Indian
Key, one of a series of Owverseas Railway construction photos in an album donat-
ed by Margaret Rogers Grutzbach. The album was compiled by her father,
Frank M. Rogers, who worked on the railway, and also coniains a series of pho-
{os of the raising and resinking of The Maine, of Spanish American War fame.
FEC material is especially welcome, as HASF is planning a future exhibition on
that railroad and its influence on the east coast of Florida's history.

SHALET it ot MargeceF Sodndech, nagadr nember S8 1005
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Murned froes page 11
cn, Medicare tly helped meet
the needs of the drowing popula-

tion of elderly. Through the years,
resources for payment have also in-
chuded v?f;ﬂf bgtfﬁls. health in-
surance plans, and direct payment
from clients, The deficit nfl"?:ndi:ahd
reimbursernent and clients’ inabilit
o pay has been made up in part wit
United Way funding.

In 1959, the first registered physi-
cal therapist was emploved through
the efforts of the United Cerebral
Palsy Association. There were then
twenby-two staff nurses. They made
35,311 visits that year, reaching cne
ol of every 306 people in Dade
County. The cost of a visit had more
than doubled - 1o $3.25,

As Cuban refugees began to arrive
in 1959-80, the visiting nurses had
to acquire & new skill - communicat-
ing with those who spoke only
Spanish.

For seven years (I966-73), the
Office of Economic Opportunity’s
Community Action Program made it
possible for a visiting nurse 1o bring
white man’s medicine into the Ever-
glades to those Miccosukees who
needed and wanted it. "The first
vear, they wouldn't even look at me,”
Eose Marie Enigge said. "There
weren | mamy whites out there then,”
But a bond of trust formed as she

weni from village 1o village giving
injections and teaching health care

Where aonce the nurse did total
care, in 1967 the first home health
aides were hired to relieve the nurse
of the patbent's personal care This
tncluded giving baths, and perhaps
doing grocery shopping, errands,
and laundry, as well as checking on
the client between the nurse’s calls.

Today, not only does the nurse
have the assistance of home health
aides, but of licensed practical nurs-
es, and physical and speech thera-
pists, oo, The nurse gives the skilled
care - changing surgical dressings,
diabsetic teaching, monitorin i
cal compliance, checking vital signs,
and caring for patients with cancer
and respiratory conditions. Working
together, these professionals forman
inter]ecking team.

A program of recrganization and
diversification began in 1984, To
better meet clienis’ needs. three
organizations were formed: Visiting
Home Service, Inc. (a for-profit cor-
poration), VNA Foundation, Inc.,
and Visiting Health Resources, Inc.
(mon- profit corporations),

Tct;f: , ke Visiting Nurse Assocka-
tien of Dade County has over thirty
nurses, and Betsy Pegelow is execu-
tive director over a staff of EI;Fhrr-
five The cost of a visit is far from
£1.50; i is between 345 and 550,

This may seem like a fortune to the
indigent and a pittance to the well-
healed: but the warm voice, skilled
hand, and black bag are of incalcula-
ble worth 1o bath when they are im-
mobile, homebound, and frail.

Informalion gedhered fram Infervdews with
Harel Brefiz, WNA direcior of edvcation, and
MEMMIMWMM; VKA
annual repante. pamphlels and supenisors
reponts: and newEpaEer clippings.

LETTERS

o the pdehar:

[ Jrazve e reading Mianm aod Dade
Cowrrty,_ Florida; lts Settlement, &uﬁ:
ﬁjm chiepement, by E. T,
Blaglman, Presadent of the Dade Conunty
Histarival Society, Ricing p.np-g: 4 15 n
1321, or earlter, photograph of the Dinde
Cownty Conrt House, predecessor of the
current building, | anr wondering what
happeried fo Bre obelisk, which appears
to be somie sort of wear mentrial.

Mick Sakhmopsky
2451 5.W. 24 Strect
Miam, Florida 33145

The ohelisk, a Confederate War Me-
morial, is now in the Migmi City
Cemetery on N.E. Second Avenue af
Seventeenth Terrace

4210 POMCE DE LECN BLVID.
CORAL GABLES, FL 33145

(305) 443-0669

XERO
COPY CENTER
INC.

2400 MW 79th Avenue
Miami, Florida 33166

(3035) 593-6990

AVAILABLE
SOON!

The Litlle Deer
of the Florida Keyvs

by Hope Ryden
RESERVE YOUR
COPY NOW!

Send a postcaed 1o
Florida Classics Library
Py, Dirawer 1657
Port Salerno, FLL 13492

Paperhd 5545 « §L4% a0k PP
Clothbd. $1E 9% = 51,700 & P
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Wit Ostrenko and members of the PR. team.

Arcund the Museum

Vo g &

life. In the case of the Wings exhiblf 1 was the Greater
Miami Aviation Association thal provided much of the ex-
pert knowledge and many of the artifects, All of us know
of ihe singular contribetion made by Dr. Joe Fitzderald and
his group of dedicated collectors to the map exhibit. And
| can now boast that vy grandmaother’s brass candlestichs
are of museurn quality, because, afler all, they were in the
Jewish Life in America exhibdt

[ is part of Bandy's purpose to create exhibits that have
4 life beyond the relatively short time they are on view al
the rruseum. After it closes here, the Wings exhibit will be
on display at Miami International Alrport, whose Alrport
Authority has purchased it. Alligators has been travelling
acround the Southeast for many months, The reach of the
rovuseumn is thus extended o thousands of people in other
regions, whose knowledde of South Florida would other
wise be restricted to what they can pick up on Miami Vice
Speaking of exhibits, the upcoming M*A*5*H exhibit
should be a S*M*A*5*H. Can you picture the museum
swathed In thovsands of yards of camoullage cloth? [ saw
a sketch of it taped on Randys wall.

It's this kind of vivid presentation thal is necessary toaf-
fract a popular response from a public satiated with televi
ston and movie spectackes. One of Randy s strengths is his
public relations team. Top staffers Wil Ostrenko, Robin
Faskel and Tim Schmand meel with him weekly. A four:
to skx-month lead time is required to publicize an exhibit
adequately: detting the story together. delivering it to the
media, and then following up with an ongoing effort to get
i into print and on the alraaves.

Randy stressed the need for this continueal publicizing
effart because the museum, like any ordanizatéon, musd
break even 10 remain viablke "The museum ts really a
business,” he said. "And ke any business 1§ rwist gron,
and it has had an incredible growth, We now have 3900
mernbers. But with growth come problems, Uncontrolled
development can 1:",1.1' intoierahle sirains on the budgdet, so
v st waich all the processes carefully to be sure that
they stay within our {a]}aﬂlr'f 1o finance them,” To safe-
guard the museuns inancial stability, there is a constant
atternpt to diversify the sources of income.

Despite the success of the diversification compaign
there is siill a very greal reliance on county funding, al-
WaYs & precirious situation, but especially so in a period
of government cutbacks. " The museum is only one arm of
our operation,” Randy said. “Inaddition to the exhibitions
wie hawe the eollections 1o maintain and expand. We are a
research mstitutlon with Haks to many other scholarly in-
stitutions, We publish perfodicals of high quality on a reg-
ular basis. We also have an important educational mis-
shory. All these things take money, and we must balance
the costs with income.”

The educational function is a source of joy to Randy,
Each year all the fousth graders in the Dade County Public
Schools are ghven a tour of the museum's permaneni exhi-
bitions by specially trained docents in Seminole costume.
The fourth graders are a bright and sophisticated group of
kids, "You can’t fool ‘em,” says Randy. Their response to
the tours has been so upbeat and positive that BEandy is,
in his words, "almost ecstatic. Mot only are we educating
them about the place they live in and its people, we are
also building a constituency for the future.”

"People” is a word that comes repeatedly 1o his lips
"People are what this museumn is about,” he says with
comiction. ~We represent all the ethnic, social and finan-
cial elements 0 this community. This is a museum for all

the ﬁiople

That awareness of the mportance of people Inclisdes
the members of the board of directars. "One of the main
reasons for the museuwm’s growih has been the caliber of
the board, not because they are successful, although they
are, but because of their intense concern for and sense of
commitment (o this communiby. They are also character-
ized to an unisual dedree by a sense of civility. They gihve
the Historical Association and the museum greal
nwdlhili!',r."

[ asked Randy what his doals are. He faughed and said,
“To pay the bills” | suspect there's a lot more to it than
that, buf finding the rescurces o underwrite his expan-
sive vision in-budget and outof-budget, through volun-
teers and dedicated staff, and with the help of public-
spirited members of the community, i5 a constant
prececupation,

So there vou have Randy Nimnicht, A bit of a populist
A bitof PT. Barnum. Educator, historian and sdministratot
of a large and complex business, A man with a clear sense
af the direction in which he wants to take the rauseum and
just how he plans to go about it, | think we're luchy to have
hirmn.

WINGS

When [ visited the workrooms of Dan Markus | saw this
beautiul mahogany thing, like a Brancusi bird - the pro-
peller from an antique plane. It has been on display in the
Wings exhibit. and | that by the time you read this
you will have seen this Rascinating shoaw,

Mot o worry. If you missed it you will hawe the -
tunity 1o see Wings II. The current exhibit stops at 1939,
The dramatic events of World War [[ and the post-war ex-
ponential growth of the airplane industry in South Flocida
will be covered in the new exhibition

Becently | had the chance to tallk to Peter Reaveley, chief
of aviation development at Miami International Airport.
Mr. Reaveley is a particularly jaunty Englishman who was
a fighter pilat in Korea and Vietnam. He has promised 1o
talk 1o us about the history of MLA and to dig into the ar-
chives for some good pictures. We hope to bring this story
cait in conjunctéon with Wings 11, It should be a lively yam.
Mr. Reaveley is witty and amusing and a fountain of ob-
scure and interesting information abowl the earhy history
of the airport,

LEE ABERMAN
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Don'’t Miss the

M*R*S*H.
Bash Blood Drive

at Baptist Hospital,
8900 N. Kendall Drive,
4-8 p.m. Wednesday, June 25

Baptist Hospital is proud  pass to the M*A*S*H exhibition. They'll
to serve as a sponsor of MTA*S"H. enjoy an evening of frivolity in the tradi-
Binding Up the Wounds, coming to the tion of television's 4077 M*A*S*H Unit.

Historical Museurn in July. For reservations, call Baptist Hospital's

To share this exhibit with others while Department of Marketing/Public Rela-
meeting Miami's need for blood donors,  tions, 586-6534.

Baptist Hospital is hosting a M*A*5*H

Bash Blood Drive. Each person who p— J—
donates a pint of blood to the South g BAPTIST HOSPITAL

; ; i b : B Mot by Koersedall D = Aflami, FL 330 T2
Florida Blood Service will receive a free o

A g feheon bom fa Yarcral Bossom of Amercer liseory Smviteinen psuban &gt of 307 Cemnurp-Fao
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