Background: Hool and Ladder
Ho. 1 infront of the red brick fire house.
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\ Putting the Fire Out

LD KEY WEST

Inset: This sketch
was taken from the Cupola of Tift's
tower in June of 1838. It shows the first fire engine house which was located af the foot
of Duval near Front Street. (Courtesy Florida State Archives)
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The wood-framed |
clapboard houses of [ |
Key West in the L
Nineteenth Centu-
ry were naturally
prone to burn to
the ground. Com-
bining their ready
flammability with

insufficient water supplies, unreliable
pumping equipment and fragmented fire
brigades yielded a formula for disaster
which plagued the city up into the Roar-
ing 1920’s. The history of island commu-

n October of 1834, one of the
Iﬁrst volunteer fire departments in

the state of Florida was organized
in Key West. Three months later, in
January of 1835, a small fire occurred
in the out house of Judge Webb’s
yard. The Fire Department failed to
respond.

Many of the citizens of the
island inquired why the apparatus
was not conveyed to Judge Webb’s
residence. The Fire Department’s
excuse was that there was no fire
alarm in the city to alert them. Had
some type of alarm been given, the
active members would have conveyed
the engine to the fire scene. Willing-
ness and enthusiasm were not
enough, and the first test of the new
brigade yielded them failing marks.

A better system had to be
found, and shortly after the incident
the citizens held a meeting to try to
reorganize the Fire Deparrment.

They offered as bait a new hand

engine and hose purchased at public
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Firemen of Station No. 3 posing with their first new motorized American La France pumper and
o 1908 American La France horse drawn steamer, dirca 1914

subscription. Engraved on the front
of the apparatus was the motto:
“Where duty calls there you will find
us.” They elected Stephen Mallory as
their new director.

The new organization with its
new equipment brought with it a sea-
son of relative quiet, and no major
fires were noted for several years. The
engine was scldom used except for
parades and special occasions. Then
in 1843 a large wooden warchouse
owned by Fielding A. Brown caught
fire. The alarm system turned out the
volunteers, and the hand engine was
brought to the scene by the fire com-
pany. When the firemen tried to use
it, it proved unfit for duty in the
practical business of putting out fires.
The building was totally destroyed.
After the fire the disgusted citizens
and firemen carried the engine to
the end of the wharf and threw it
into the sea.

By 1843 Stephen Mallory

moved to Pensacola, where his wife’s

nity’s Fire
Depart-
ment is a
classic
example
of the haz-
ards of our
growing
nation in

those perilous times. With more excuses
than results, the tiny fire unit’s records
offer insights into the evolution of profes-
sional fire fighting and a semi-humorous
look into our past.

family had lived. That left Joseph A.
Thouron in charge of the fire compa-
ny. After the removal of Thouron to
Charleston, South Carolina, in 1848,
the company totally disbanded.

In 1859, Key West suffered its
first big fire in a warchouse owned by
L.M. Shaefer at the corner of Front
and Duval Street. The fire burned for
eight hours, and in a two-block area
every building except two was con-
sumed—71 buildings and 40 out-
houses in all. Since no organized
body of firemen existed in the city at
that time, the military used whatever
apparatus it had to fight the fire. The
preservation of the remaining portion
of the ciry was actributed to the
thoughtful and daring action of
Henry Mulrennon. He procured a
keg of gun powder from Fort Taylor,
and with the fire raging around him,
he entered his own house at the
comer of Fitzpatrick and Greene
Street and put the keg of powder in
place. He then laid a train of powder




and blew up his own house, preventing the fire from
spreading any further.

Two years later the Civil War broke out, and quickly
the Union Army took control of Fort Taylor which faced
the Key West harbor. By occupying the fort, they created
a blockade which greatly limited Confederate conrraband
from getting through the Straits of Florida. The military
presence assumed all civil responsibilities including the
fire protection for the island of Key West.

The colorful figure of
Stephen Mallory, Key Wests first
Fire Chief, figured prominently
in the War. Mallory was later
elected to the U. S. Senate in
1851, but during the War he
served as Secretary of the Navy
for the Confederacy under Presi-
dent Jefferson Davis. Mallory
and his associate, Asa Tift also
from Key West, were instrumen-
tal in the development of the
[ronclad ships for the Confeder-
ate cause. Mallory was caprured
toward the end of the war in
1865 and sent to a Union prison
in Lafayette, New York, where he
was kept until 1866.

These are a few accounts
written by Union soldier Henry
J. Hornbeck of the 47th Pennsyl-
vania Volunteers who was sta-
tioned on and off in Key West
during the Civil War.

Saturday, March 28,1863 —
At Key West, abour 1 o'clock
tonight was roused up by a cry of
Fire, a house and barn burnt down
in the heart of the city, (Henry
Hornbeck) assisted as much as possible in quelling the flames,
subsided by 4 oclock, it is almost a miracle that the whole
City did not burn down, having no Engine in this place,
and all the water was passed in buckets, had it not been for
the Soldiers & Sailors everything would have been destroyed,
went to bed again ar 4 oclock.

December - 1863 — The workers at the fortifications
in Key West demanded back pay and a raise in December,
their rate was $1.40 per day. The town had some excitement
in December as a spark from a railway locomotive set the
mess hall on fire , burning it to the ground; and nature
retaliared with a violent storm which caused heavy damage,
putting the railroad out of service.

This military fire protection continued well after the
Civil War, and it wasn’t until November of 1875 that Key

This photo of Stephen Mallory was taken in the early 1850s when
he became a member of the Senate. (Courtesy Naional Archives)

West reorganized its fire department. Some of the origi-
nal charter members were J. C. Whalton, H. G. Fulford,
J. W. V. R. Plummer, O. H. Dorsett, and George
McDonald. A few months later in February of 1876,
they elected O. H. Dorsett as their new Chief. It was
mainly a volunteer department consisting of 103 mem-
bers. The parent hose company was known as the Hook
& Ladder. Chief Dorsett quickly started to shape up the
new department by drilling and disciplining his men.
Meanwhile the technology of fire
TR frss fighting started coming of age.
B The development of more effi-
cient steam-powered pumps and
of flexible hose greatly improved
fire fighting capabilities. The
| first steam-powered fire engine
B was builc in London in 1829, and
& its 10 horsepower pump could
§| throw a stream of warer nearly 90
# fect. English engineers first
brought steam-powered fire
engines to America in 1840.
Because steam propulsion systems
proved to be unreliable, the ten-
ton engines were drawn by teams
of horses.
At the time of Chief Dorsett, the
Key West department still had no
apparatus of its own and was
b allowed to use the government’s
| hand pumper. The city decided
to buy a new hand pump and
hose reel. The pump, known as
“Big Six of New York,” did not
give satisfactory results compared
to the new steam pumps, and the
city purchased a Button Steam
Fire Engine and Hose Reel.
Shortly afterward, on the American Centennial, July
4, 1876, the first of several parades began at 9:00 a.m. It
was the Firemen’s Parade, led by the Isle of the Sea Band
and the shining new fire engine. The 75 men of the
newly reorganized Hook and Ladder Company paraded
along proudly in their handsome uniforms. They
marched towards City Hall which was to be dedicated
that morning. One ceremony was the installation of the
fire department in their new accommodations, a wooden
structure behind the new City building..
Flags were flying, and the music was playing, when
a celebrating cannon discharged a shot into Mr. Alder-
slade’s roof. The cannon shot continued to smolder in the
attic between the shingles and the ceiling. At twelve
noon, while the dedication of City Hall was in progress a
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Florida has
seen some
historic
events . . .

make your
next event
one of them.

et 10,000 years of Florida
history become the back-
drop for your event.

elight your guests with a

bar aboard our authentic
1923 trolley car, or on the
front porch of a pioneer home.
Serve hors d’ocuvres alongside
a Spanish fortress, among trea-
sures from the Spanish
galleons, or underneath a

For more
information,

call the
Historical

Museum at
(305) 375-1492.
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few blocks away, the fire blazed
through Mr. Alderslade’s roof.

The fire alarm sounded, 75
firemen darted to the fire with their
shining new fire engine, and they
subdued the flames in less than ten
minutes. In this rare and fortunate
incident, the right machinery and
manpower were in the right place at
the right time, and for once man tri-
umphed over the elements.

The fickle new
machines and the luck
of Key West brought
about yet one more
spectacular disaster.
For the next 10 years
the Button steam fire
engine was used only
for parades, and being
maintained by ama-
teurs on an irregular
basis, it fell into disre-
pair.. It had to be sent
to New York for an
overhaul, arriving back
in Key West on April
1, 1886. Just two days
before the fire engine
returned, on March

30, 18806, the biggest

The Fire
Department turned
out promptly, but
had only hand
pumpers to work
with. The fire
quickly spread to
surrounding build- of a new Cicy Hall on
ings and soon was
out of control. It
burned for twelve
hours destroying
two-thirds of the

months a one story wooden fire
house was built at the same location
as the old one. This was followed by
another fire house on Fleming Street
behind the county jail. In 1887 a
third fire house was built on Divi-
sion Street, now Truman Avenue.
Now the era of fire having the
advantage in its skirmishes with Key
West was rapidly drawing to a close.
In 1888 a system of water works for
fire-fighting purposes
was installed using salt
water. That same year
a privately-owned tele-
graph fire alarm sys-
tem spread throughout
the city. Its main
office was in the West-
ern Union building on
Greene Street.
With the completion

Ann and Greene
Streets in 1891, a new
red brick fire house
was built behind City
Hall to replace the
temporary wooden
structure erected after
the Great Fire of

fire in Key West histo- bUSiHCSS diStl’iCt, 1IN 1886. This became the

ry had occurred.

[t started in the
San Carlos Hall, a
favorite meeting place for Cuban
revolutionaries. The Fire Depart-
ment turned out promptly, but had
only hand pumpers to work with.
The fire quickly spread to surround-
ing buildings and soon was out of
control. It burned for twelve hours
destroying two-thirds of the business
district, in all, about 50 acres. Loss-
es were estimated to be between one
and a half million and two million
dollars. The wooden fire house
behind city hall, still the only fire
house on the island, was destroyed.

Profiting from this severe les-
son, the city bought two powerful
Button steam engines and the coun-
ty an additional one.. Within

all, about 50 acres.

home of Hook and
Ladder No. 1.
In 1906 a Gamewell
Fire alarm system was installed
throughout the city at a cost of
$7,000. A fire bell was also pur-
chased from McShane Bell Foundry
in Baltimore, Maryland, and was
connected to the fire alarm system.

Narure did not give up without
another fight, and a devastating hurri-
cane hit Key West on Ocrober 11,
1909, destroying Fire House No. 1
and damaging Fire House No. 3.
The tower containing the fire bell was
destroyed, but the bell was not dam-
aged. Again the city fought back, and
within six months a new tower was
erected for the fire bell in the city
cemetery near Grinnell Street.

In 1910, two new boilers of



100 horsepower each were installed
for pumping water into the standpipe
through the city water mains. That
year the Fire Department relocated
downstairs in the meat market that
was located ac City Hall,

The Fire Department received
its first two motorized American La
France fire engines in August and '
September of 1914. The first engine
went to Station No. 1 and second to
Station No. 3. . By 1917 the Key
West Fire Department was fully
motorized, except for one steamer
which was left in reserve at No. 3,
thus bringing the era of the horse
drawn steamer to an end.

o
ﬂ

A native of Key West, Captain Alex Vega, fire
inspector, Key West Fire Marshall's Office, is a
second-generation Key West fire fighter as well
as the fire department historian. He is also
president of Old Firehouse Preservation, Inc.,
which is working foward establishing a Key
West fire fighters museum at the Grinnell

Street fire stafion. In addition, he is the author
of the pamphlet, “Florida’s State Firemen's
Association,” recounting the story of the orga-
nization, principally in the 1890s and early
1900s, when Key West was the only South
Florida member. The pamphlet is on sale in the
Indies Company Museum Store.
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The Indies Company
Museum Store offers
one of the largest
selections of Florida
books in Miami:

HisTOrRY BOOKS
COOKBOOKS
CHILDREN'S BOOKS
COFFEE TABLE BOOKS
GUIDE BOOKS
FOREIGN LANGUAGE BOOKS
BIOGRAPHIES
TRAVEL BOOKS
NOVELS

AND MORE!

Call (305) 375-1622

for that “special read.”
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SATURDAY & SUNDAY, April 26-27, 1997

FEATURING: ADMISSION:
250 Crafts Exhibitors $4 for adults
Activities for children $2 for children

Plants & Flower sale {ages 5-12)

LOCATION:

Dade County Youth Fair Grounds and Exposition Center, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
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At Barnett, performance
means helping people manage
their finances through every
stage of life. It means offering a
range of services, so each person
can find the solutions that are right for them. It means doing all we can
to make our customers completely satisfied with their bank.

10 us, anything less would be a tragedy. For more informa- Iﬁlmett
tion on any of Barnett’s services, call 1-800-242-2007. ank
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to feel the same way
about their banking.
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We were here before

the Hurricane™

Since 1925, Harrison Construction
has been building south Florida's future
with a combination of diligent
planning, dedication, and just plain old

fashioned hard work. Call us at
305.757.0621 to discuss your

construction needs.
(* Did we mention that we meant the '26 hurricane?)

CELEBRATING
% Ga[//b[‘ A CeENTURY OF GRAND TRADITIONS

Discover a landmark among resorts where elegantly

L . - - =
(SU&ZQISS]O]?S . appointed rooms and an attentitive Staffgampcr‘you
. with exceptional amenities and impeccable service.

ditors and advisors for South G/

Florida History Magazine ‘THE BREAKERS"

PALM BEACH
CHCOUI‘EgE the. submission of artlcl-es One South County Road * Palm Beach, Florida 33480
for consideration from seasoned his- (561) 655-6611 or Toll Free at 1-888-BREAKERS

torians and new writers alike.

A UNIQUE PIECE OF MIAMI’S
HISTORY FOR SALE

Oall Kebecca Eads at:
(305) 375-1492 for a copy of The

Historical Museum of Southern

i L . 1919, 42" Purd . This is tt
Florida's Publications Style Guide . e o TR I

only known surviving boar by Purdy
Brothers on Miami Beach, builder of
Carl Fisher’s boats and yachts.

Or write fo:

The Historical Museum

101 W. Flagler St. e Call Michael Macheson:
Miami, Florida 33130. (305) 666-0889 or (704) 644-5325
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Review by Paul S. George, Ph.D.

ntil the
recent
past,

Florida histori-
ography has
been plagued
by a dearth of
histories explor-
ing the full
story of its rich,
multilayered
past. Michael
Gannon, a
superb historian, storyteller and professor of
history at the University of Florida,
addressed this problem with the publication
of Florida, A Short History in 1993, but
promised a work of much greater conse-
quence in conjunction with the observance
of the state’s sesquicentennial in 1995. With
the publication of The New History of Flori-
da, Gannon has delivered on this promise
in impressive fashion.

Gannon wrote in the introduction of
this worl that in the “past quarter century
there has been a veritable efflorescence of
historical research activity directed at
uncovering the major details of Florida’s
long past, in the course of which a galaxy of
specialists emerged to martch the best com-

THE NEw HisTORY OF FLORIDA
By Michael Gannon. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1995.

pany of state historians to be found in any
other part of the councry. With such an
extraordinary amount of new information
at hand, and with such an impressive corps
of scholars to write it down, the editor of
this book saw an eminently appropriate way
to observe Floridas Sesquicentennial: to
persuade these scholars to join in compos-
ing a new one-volume history of
Florida.”

To that end, Gannon
invited prospective con-
tributors (there are twen-
ty-two in all) to a plan-
ning session in
Gainesville in 1993.
There they estab-
lished the rules of
procedure, with
“each essay,” whether
it observed a portion §
of the state’s story
chronologically or the-
marically, “written espe- g
cially for this volume, sl
presenting in compact o
fashion the most recent find-
ings and interpretations in each
specialist’s field.” The result is a mas-
terly examination of Floridas history, offer-
ing, as Gannon anticipated, the latest
research in Florida history. Moreover, there

240 pages. $49.95.

is a seamless quality between chaprers,
allowing the reader to move easily from one
topic or era to the next.

Chapters range from one concerned
with the state’s original inhabitants to
another recounting the influx of recent
immigrants and the growth of multicultur-

alism. Especially appealing to this reviewer

was Gary Mormino's sparkling

study of Florida in World War

b, 11, along with historians

_} Mormino and Raymond

M Mohls “Social History

of Modern Florida.”

Other essays include

the missions of

4 Spanish Florida,

' Bridsh rule in the

b Floridas, free and

1} enslaved Africans in

* Florida from the

sixteenth to the

middle of the nine-
o tcenth century, and

M chc “African-American

W Experience in Twentieth-

Century Florida.” Richly

detailed and masterfully

" assembled, Michael Gannon’s The

New History of Florida will stand as the

standard history of the Sunshine State for

many years {o come.

f

Four themed party rooms to choose from
for your child's next birthday:
Time for Tea 4 Tots on the Farm
Mystery on Main Street 4 Pirates Cove

(305)387-7477
Crossings Shopping Village
13063 S.W. 112 St., Miami, FL. 33186

\s

*All the fun without the hc.ssle."J
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MORE FLORIDA STORIES

Review by Leah La Plance

In Kevin
McCarthy’s sec-
ond volume of
Florida stories,
there is a story
by Ernest Lyons,
“A Blade of
(zrass,” in which
a small town

deRiDA
TORIES

ERITED BY REVIN

newspaper claims
to be the “Voice
of the Empire of
the Sun.” Thart could well be the theme for
McCarthy’s excensive and outstanding

effort to give voice to the great and grow-
ing chorus of writers who in some degree
or way take their inspiration from “The
Sunshine State.”

So far McCarthy, a professor of Eng-
lish and Florida studies at the University of
Florida, is the author/editor of sixteen
mostly-Florida books, among them Florida
Stories, Nine Florida Stories by Marjory
Stoneman Douglas, Florida Lighthouses, all
from the University Press of Florida, and
The Book Lovers Guide to Florida, Pineapple
Press. As of this moment, there are four
more books in the works.

Why “mostly-Florida?” Interestingly
enough, McCarthy is something of a world-
rover. In the sixties he was in the Peace
Corps in Turkey (he speaks Turkish), lec-
tured as a Fulbright scholar in Saudi Arabia
and Lebanon, and taught in Egypt.
McCarthy reports that he finds in the Mid-
dle East a stimulating contrast to life at
home, and still visits the area. In addirion,
of his four pending books, one is about
Irish lighthouses, and another is on Geor-
gian forts. Nevertheless, McCarthy says that
his main writing emphasis will continue to
be Florida.

Flovida Stories has a rich lineup of
well-known sometime-Florida writers -
Stephen Crane, Ernest Hemingway, Zora
Neale Hurston, Isaac Bashevis Singer, Gore
Vidal, Philip Wylie and more. In his intro-
duction McCarthy says that his purpose is
“to make the public aware of well-written,
entertaining literature set in Florida.” Some
of the authors in both this and the second
volume, in particular Marjorie Kinnan

Edited by Kevin M. McCarthy. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 1996.

227

Rawlings and Harry Crews, found in the
“Empire of the Sun” the primary stimulus
of their art. Crews states, “Uncil T have a
place firmly in my head, until T begin to
smell it and taste it, until it lives in the ends
of my fingers, a story simply will not come
alive for me.”

For the second volume, More Florida
Stories, McCarthy has chosen authors whose
names are not as well known, but most of
whom have lived in the state a significant
part of their lives (almost half were either
born in Florida or elsewhere in the south).
Is he close to running out of authors? Hard-
ly. In his introduction, McCarthy says, “1
once put together a collection of ‘Florida
writers’ and came up with over two thou-
sand names and five thousand works of lit-
erature written in and abour the state, all
published since 1950.” According to a
recent Miami Herald article, the latest
tourist industry survey names Florida as the
number one winter destination.

One of the authors, Harriet Beecher
Stowe, who vacationed in Florida for 18
winters (1867 to 1884), put it this way:
“The great charm, after all, of chis life, is its
outdoorness. . . . To be able to sit with win-
dows open; to hear birds daily; to eat fruic
from trees, and pick flowers from hedges all
winter long — is about the whole of the
story.” From the Keys to the populous
coasts, from Lake Okeechobee north to the
central hills and cattle ranches, from the
northern swamps and over across the Pan-
handle, this sun-blessed state of two time
zones would seem, as many an environmen-

Ll

95 cloth, $17.95 paper.

talist would say, to have too much attrac-
tion for its own good.

In Move Florida Stories Kevin
McCarthy has reached into this richness
and put together a well-balanced and very
readerly selection, especially as a companion
volume to Florida Stories. His main criteria
for inclusion is “the quality of the writing, a
significant Florida setting, and a story well
told.” To his task, McCarthy brings two
important characteristics: thoroughness and
great literary sensitivity. He provides a not
over-wordy but very helpful introduction to
each of his books; further, for each story
there is a blending of background material
on the author and a lead-in ro the tale,
written with great care and insight, adding
much to the reader’s enjoyment.

“The Fast Duel” of Ned Buntline’s
title is a humorous hoax. In her story “Pan-
ther,” Rubylea Hall lets the reader know
what to do if chased by a Florida panther:
peel off your garments one at a time and
throw them behind you: the panther will
stop and sniff each one, thus giving you
some running time! Readers may not know
that Everglades: River of Grass author Marjo-
ry Stoneman Douglas also wrote many
short stories, one of which is included.
Ironically, in the last story, Constance Feni-
more Woolson’s “The South Devil,” Mark,
one the main characters, is, at the end of
the story, bitter about his Florida experience
and plans to leave: ... he started up the
long, low, white peninsula, set with its
olive-woods in a sapphire sea; and his face
was turned northward.”

Florida Food { ;. . Naturally.

Complete Catering
Service For Any
s Occasion

Let us Cook up a Storm

Just call us at 442-CHEF.

(442-2433)
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MiaM1, THE AMERICAN CROSSROAD: A CENTENNIAL JOURNEY 1896-1996

by Arva Moore Parks and Gregory Bush, with Laura Pincus.
Needham Heights, MA: Simon & Schuster Custom Publishing. 1996. 220 pages. $19.95 cloth.

Review by Carlos Plaza

: T Miami, The
C American
composed of
seven chrono-
logically
ordered chap-
ters, each
beginning
with a rich
overview of
the period and
followed by original documents dertailing
thart history in the words of those who
made it. A simple buc brilliant idea.
Designed as a companion local history
text in the Dade County Public Schools
American history curriculum, it proves
the incredible value of primary sources to
the student and lay reader alike, making
the difference, perhaps, between under-
standing and simply knowing history.
Consider, for example, spending Christ-
mas in 1874 Miami with a band of
Seminoles and a former postmaster who
during his tenure changed the spelling of
Miami to “Maama.” Or experiencing the
great hurricane of 1926 through the eyes
of a Miami journalist who began his
description with the words, “I have just
come through Hell.” Or feeling the frus-
tration and hope of a young African
American who speaks of “Mi-ami” and
“Their-ami.”

Such details deepen our under-
standing and bridge the shallow puddles
of scanty histories as well as the muddy
ponds of overburdened biographies.
Here, the amateur historian is given the
opportunity (or rewarding task) of per-
sonally analyzing and interpreting the
character and motivation of those who
made and shaped our history - an exercise
that may just change your mind about a
few things and reveal Miami’s history to
be - as in the author’s words - “dazzling in
its accomplishment, its variety of human-
ity, its color and expressions of hope and
joy, tragedy, greed and suffering.”
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Endorsing the authors’ approach,
Pulitzer Prize winner Barbara W. Tuch-
man gives this quote from Aesop’s Fables
when speaking of the need to examine
various, perhaps conflicting, primary
sources for any one event: “There are
many statues of men slaying lions, but if
only the lions were sculptors there might
be quite a different set of statues.” Mrs.
Tuchman speaks of more subtle discrep-
ancies among the actors and observers of
events than the overstated axiom “Histo-
ry is written by the winners” implies.

The celebrarted historical writer
also stresses the importance of a sense of
place to the accurate portrayal of history.
“On the terrain motives become clear,
reasons and explanations and origins of
things emerge that might otherwise have
remained obscure. As a source of under-
standing, not to mention as a corrective
for fixed ideas and mistaken notions,
nothing is more valuable than knowing
the scene in person.” The authors’ of
Miami, The American Crossroad oblige.
Throughout the book are brief bordered
“Living History” sections providing a
photo, address and historical relevance of
still extant sites.

A final word and warning about
this text: reading primary sources has
been known to dull the edge of criticism
that often accompanies hindsight. Upon
honest interpretation you may find your-

self forgiving, if not outright supporting,
those turn-of-the century Miamians who
saw the draining of the Everglades as tan-
ramount to the creation of the “Promised
Land.” After page 46 of Miami, The
American Crossroad, you will, at the very
least, be tempted to dig deeper into the
history of our municipal forebears.

Creating this spark of interest is
perhaps the volume’s greacest asset. The
selection of complete and abbreviated
letters, diaries, interviews, speechcs, gov-
ernment documents and magazine and
newspaper articles is both balanced and
tantalizing. Furthermore, they reveal, as
in the case of the now nasty notion of
Everglades drainage, that things were
(and are) not always what they seem. We
must look beneath the veneer of senti-
ments that reflect the popular atticudes
of our times.

True, many of us believe in eternal
truths, an absolute right and wrong in
the spirit of The Ten Commandments, if
you will. Yet the very same moral ideals
would lead us to conclude that you can'
always judge yesterday’s people by today’s
standards. Following this line of reason-
ing, government corruption and lynch-
ings would always be subject to condem-
nation; but what of the Everglades,
Immigration or drug testing? Nothing if
not food for thought and Parks, Bush
and Pincus have provided the appetizers.

PUBLIC RELATIONS COUNSELORS

255 Alhambra Circle, Suite 500
Coral Gables, Florida 33134-7404
Tel 305-448-7450 Fax 305-448-5027

E-mail RBBPR@aol.com




Now 1hats
rvest Histo

At Springtime Harvest in 1995, Sharon O’Brien
fainted, only to learn that she was pregnant.
Determined not to miss her favorite holiday shopping
later that year, she came to Harvest - and went into
labor. This year, she brought her daughter,
Mary Katheryn, to enjoy the day at Harvest and
introduce her to the Harvest experience. Fortunately,
no paramedics were needed this year.

Congratulations

to
| Mike Steabi!

)

This lucky Historical Museum
Tropees member won two free
tickets to Vancouver, B.C., Canada,
in the American Airlines Canada

getaway drawing.

| What a way to
get away, eb?

B iiaiis 4

T e

A day of music, dance, storytelling, poetry, crafts
and foods from the diverse cultures of the
Caribbean. Featuring artists from the Caribbean
and from South Florida’s Caribbean communities.

Produced by the Caribbean Connection, with
host Mike Andrews. Supported, in part, by the
Metropolitan Dade County Cultural Affairs
Council and Board of County Commissioners.

Also guided tours of the Henrietta Marie exhibi-
tion and educational programs on the African
diaspora. Festival and Historical Museum admis-
sion is free.

Saturday, April 19, 1997
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Metro-Dade Cultural Plaza

L] L] L ] L] L] L

I

The Historical Museum has entered

CYBERSPACE

Visit us at
our new site
on the

INTERNET.

Web Site Address:

http://www.historical-museum.org
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My BROTHER, ERNEST HEMINGWAY

by Leicester Hemingway. Sz

Review by Stuart Mclver

n August

31, 1959
Leicester Hem-
Ingway wrote
to his older
brother Ernest:
"For three
years ['ve been
working on a
biography of
you and now

its nearly ready for publication. I've
tried it on a few friends. They're
immensely impressed with the warmth
and friendliness of the point of view,
seeing it as a re-creation of family life
and a lifetime of advenrtures, and an
important document for followers of
your life, who are almost as numerous
as taxpayers.”

1926

1996/WINTER 1997

asota: Pineapple Press Inc., 1996. 327 pages. $21.95

urner

Construction
Company

Actually Ernest Hemingway, win-
ner of both the Nobel and Pulitzer
Prizes and already one of the most
important writers on the face of the
earth, did not want anybody to write a
biography of him while he was still
alive. He considered it unlucky.

Still, he encouraged his kid
brother, 16 years his junior, to con-
tinue the project. Leicester, in turn,
did not have the book published
until 1962, the year after his broth-
er's suicide.

It remains to this day one of the
best accounts of the human side of
Ernest Hemingway. The book is at its
best in recalling Hemingway's years in
Key West and in Cuba, particularly in
its coverage of Ernest’s Gulf Stream
adventures with his beloved fishing
boat Pilar.

Pineapple Press has done a ser-

Your Local

General Contractor

& Construction
Manager

Florida since
1908

2500 S. W. 3rd Avenue

vice to followers of Hemingway and
South Florida history by putting the
book back in print in an expanded
new edirion which includes new pic-
tures, letcers never before published
and reminiscences about Leicester
himself, written by other writers who
knew Ernest and by members of the
extended Hemingway clan, a group in
which some good writing genes luckily
reside, particularly in Hilary, Leices-
ter's daughter, and Lorian, Ernest's
granddaughter. The new edition also
makes up for an unfortunate lack in
previous versions; a g()od index has
been added.

Leicester Hemingway, in his later
years a resident of Miami Beach, was
well known in South Florida and the
Caribbean. He lived in Jamaica and in
Bimini where he published and edited
a newspaper.

Miami, Florida 33129
(305) 860-8600

1995




MiaMI BIBLIOGRAPHY
Created and compiled by

Susan Weiss. Miami: Historical
Association of Southern Florida,

1996. 153 pages. $9.95 cloth.
|

eleased in conjunction with

the Miami Centennial cele-

bration in 1996, the Miam:
Bibliography is a wonderful resource
to the history of our unique city.
Composed of extensive entries, the
bibliography covers a wide range of
topics from Arts to Vice and pro-
vides a valuable resource of books
and magazine articles on the city of
Miami. This research tool also fea-
tures twenty historical images of
South Florida, including pho-
tographs and postcards illustrating
the theme of cach chapter, from
Climate and Economic Conditions
to Housing and Transportation.

The periodical and book
entries in the Miami Bibliography
also cover Dade County and its
separate municipalities. Susan
Weiss, librarian at the Florida Inter-
national University and creator of
the bibliography, located older arti-
cles from the 1930s to the 1970s
not generally found in databases
and other computer indexes, while
adding references from the 1980s
and 1990s for comprehensive cov-
erage. Magazine and journal arti-
cles, books and individual chapters,
federal government publications
and other reports are also included.
To order your copy of Miami

Bibliography, contact the Indies
Company Museum Store at (305)
375-1622. Historical Association of
Southern Florida members receive a
special 25 % discount on this cen-

tennial publicacion.
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Clockwise from top left, that's Jack Daniel, Jess Motlow, Lem Tolley, Frank Bobo and Jess Gamble (Jimmy's in the middle.)

JACK DANIEL’S HEAD DISTILLER, Jimmy
Bedford, has lots of folks looking over his shoulder.

Since 1866, we've had only six head distillers.
(Every one a Tennessee boy, starting with
M. Jack Daniel himself.) Like those before
him, Jimmy’s mindful of our traditions,

such as the oldtime way we smooth our
whiskey through 10 feet of hard maple
charcoal. He knows Jack Daniel’s
drinkers will judge him with every sip.
So he’s not about to change a thing,

The five gentlemen on his wall surely ;‘:—1_ <.
must be pleased about that. -

SMOOTH SIPPIN’
TENNESSEE WHISKEY

Your friends at Jack Daniel’s remind you to drink responsibly

Tennessee Whiskey « 40-43% alcohol by volume (80-86 proof) « Distilled and Bottled by
Jack Daniel Distillery, Lem Motlow, Proprietor, Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop 361), Tennessee 37352
Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government.
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A Slave Ship Speaks

THE WRECK OF THE HENRIETTA MARIE
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Historical Muscum of Southern Florida, February 14 — May 4, 1997

E General Motors

National Tour Sponsor

The exhibit was organized by the Mel Fisher Maritime Heritage Society and hos been sponsored in part by the State of Florida, Depariment of State,
Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Arts Council: Historical Museum Grans-in-Aid Program assistance provided by the Bureau of Historical Museums,
Division of Historical Resources, Florida Deportment of State, Sandra B. Mortham, Secrefary of State; National Endowment for the Humanities; John S. and
James L. Knight Foundation; Newman's Own, Inc.; and with the support of the Metropolitan Dade County Cultural Affairs Council and the Metropolitan Dade
County Board of County Commissioners.
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